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By Kelli Skye Fadroski
kfadroski@scng.com 
@kelliskye on Twitter

Following the successful two-
day hip-hop Real Street Festival 
at Honda Center in Anaheim, the 
first-ever full outdoor festival and 
concert experience to occur at the 
venue over the weekend, Billboard 
reported Wednesday that one of 
the festival promoters, Synergy 
Global Entertainment will effec-
tively shut down.

The Laguna Hills-based pro-
duction company, spearheaded by 
founder John Reese, is responsi-
ble for some of the biggest festi-
vals in the area including Back to 
the Beach, Surf City Blitz, the Sa-
broso Craft Beer, Taco and Music 

MUSIC FESTIVALS

OC-based 
promoter 
SGE will 
shut down

By Roxana Kopetman
rkopetman@scng.com, @roxana-
kopetman on Twitter

State schools Superintendent 
Tony Thurmond on Wednesday 
called for major revisions to a 
draft ethnic studies curriculum 
that has been lambasted by Jew-
ish American organizations as bi-
ased and anti-Semitic.

The superintendent was 
flanked at a press conference by 
members of the California Legis-
lative Jewish Caucus, which crit-
icized the draft they say omits the 
Jewish experience, fails to discuss 
anti-Semitism, singles out Israel 
for criticism and reinforces nega-
tive stereotypes about Jews.

None of that was intentional, 
Thurmond said.

“The Jewish experience has a 
place in this curriculum and in 
all of our conversations,” Thur-
mond said.

Revisions to the draft, which 
would be used as a model for 
school districts statewide to cre-
ate their own ethnic studies cur-
riculum, could also include the 
stories of other minority groups.

“We are being contacted by 
many groups that feel that their 
story needs to be told,” Thurmond 
said.

A traditional framework for 
ethnic studies focuses on Afri-
can Americans, Latino Amer-
icans, Asian Americans and  

ETHNIC STUDIES

Backlash 
spurs 
change 
to plan

By Paul Bersebach
pbersebach@scng.com

Straddling two sides of history, 
students in third through sixth 
grades got to dig for treasure in a 
replica mine and then slide down a 
zip line during a camp at the Out-
door Education Center in Orange.

The STEAM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art and math) 
camp was part of the Irvine Public 
Schools Foundation’s summer en-
richment program. More than 500 
STEAM classes serving 10,000 stu-
dents were offered over the sum-
mer, including sports, culinary 
arts, and video game design.

The 10-second zip line ride tested 
students’ mettle.

“When I let go, it feels a little 
bit scary,” said fourth grader Terry 
Chen. “And I like that.”

Zip line operators said they are 
working five to seven days a week 
during the summer and three days 
a week when school is in session 
serving groups that reserve the fa-
cility.

The Outdoor Education Center  
is inside Irvine Regional Park in 
Orange.

EDUCATION
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Josh Chen, left, and Terry Chen slide down a zip line at the Outdoor Education Center at Irvine Regional Park in Orange on Tuesday. The zip 
line was part of the activities during STEAM camp through the Irvine Public Schools Foundation. 

Students dig in the Lucy-Lou Mine at the Outdoor Education Center at Irvine Regional Park in 
Orange. Digging in the mine for gold, coal and minerals was one of the activities during the camp.

By Brad A. Johnson
bajohnson@scng.com 
@bradajohnson on Twitter

It’s hot outside. You want ice 
cream.

Have you heard about this new 
Persian ice cream shop in Irvine?

I didn’t realize Persian ice 
cream was a thing, but Saffron 
& Rose has been making Per-
sian-style ice cream in Los Ange-
les since 1978, and it finally got 
around to opening a second loca-
tion. It debuted last month a few 
doors down from the Hen House, 
a popular Persian restaurant near 
UC Irvine. 

It’s a tiny storefront. The shop 
makes all the ice creams from 

scratch in Los Angeles and drives 
them daily to Orange County. On 
the sherbet-to-gelato scale of but-
terfat (sherbet being the lightest, 
gelato being the richest), these 
skew toward the lighter end of 
the spectrum. 

It appears the Persian rain-
bow is made up only of pas-
tels, and the flavors are uniquely  

BEST THING I ATE THIS WEEK

This ice cream tastes like 
my grandmother’s perfume
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Ice cream sandwiches made with pistachio and white rose ice 
cream at Saffron & Rose in Irvine.

Summer hangout
Students in the STEAM program learn about mining and are  

rewarded with zip lining at the camp inside Irvine Regional Park

Where: 4523 Campus Drive, Irvine
When: 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday and 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday
Price: From about $2.50
Online: saffronroseicecream.com

SAFFRON & ROSE
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Synergy Global Entertainment 
partnered with live-events giant 
Live Nation to present the annual 
Ohana Festival in Dana Point. 
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• Plantation Shutters
• Wood & Faux Blinds
• Roman Shades
• Roller Shades
• Sheer Shades
• Motorized products
• Custom Draperies
• Cornice Boxes

*Offer not valid with any other offers. Offer good at time of initial estimate only. Each franchise independently owned and operated. The Window Design Group is a Registered Trademark of WDG Franchising,Inc.
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714-252-6858
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Window Coverings*
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