
OC Weeklies - 03/01/2018 Page : A001

Copyright (c)2018 OC Weeklies, Edition 03/01/2018
March 1, 2018 8:49 am (GMT +8:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 70% from original to fit letter page


By Scott Schwebke
sschwebke@scng.com 
@thechalkoutline on Twitter

An alert woman and sev-
eral surprised children 
kept close tabs on a 
mountain lion in the 
backyard of an Ir-
vine home last week, 
enabling state wild-
life officers to safely 
capture the cat.

Shortly before 
2:30 p.m. Feb. 20, 
11-year-old Michael Dem-
ing was putting his bicy-
cle away when his mother, 

Danielle Deming, noticed 
some movement and a dark 
shadow near a fence behind 
her home on Charleston, a 
small street off busy Irvine 
Boulevard.

“Just as Michael 
closed the gate to 
come around to the 
front door, I saw a 
large cat face ap-
pear,” Danielle Dem-
ing recalled. 

“It was a moun-
tain lion in our back-

yard watching Michael. I 
was very concerned because 

WILDLIFE

Irvine family has a close encounter  
with a mountain lion in its backyard

COURTESY OF DANIELLE DEMING

A 3-year-old, 110-pound mountain lion was captured Feb. 21 
in the backyard of an Irvine home.

By Nathaniel Percy
npercy@scng.com 
@NDPercy on Twitter

The Orange County Transportation Author-
ity announced new names over the weekend 
for seven natural areas in the county it has 
purchased since 2011 to offset the environmen-
tal impacts of transportation projects.

The agency gave community members about 
a month to vote on one of three possible names 
for each preserve.

Most of the areas bought were named for 
the families that once owned the large swaths 
of land, said Marissa Espino, who has con-
ducted the survey and puts together hikes and 
rides for the community to visit some of the 
preserves. 

ENVIRONMENT

OCTA renames 7 natural 
areas in the county that it 
has bought since 2011
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Teresa Yau, Michelle Blanco, Jessica Mossbarger and Julie Siff of Woodbury Elementary School were awarded an Irvine Public Schools Foundation’s mega-grant for their project, 
Build Today, Lead Tomorrow.

EXTRA CREDIT 
Innovative teachers, staff members in Irvine will receive $160,000 in grants

SCHOOLS

By Tomoya Shimura » tshimura@scng.com » @OCRTomoya on Twitter

I
rvine teachers and staff with innovative ideas will be granted $160,000 to 
help turn them into reality.

The Irvine Public Schools Foundation — a nonprofit group that raises 
money to benefit the Irvine Unified School District — recently announced 
the winners of its annual Innovative Grants Program, intended to pay for 

a new curriculum and counseling. 
The program will award 19 projects this year, including eight mega-grants that 

are up to $20,000 each. “In order to prepare our student for the future, we must 
provide them with educational opportunities that give them hands-on experi-
ences and skills that they can apply to real-world applications,” Neda Eaton, 
president and CEO of Irvine Public Schools Foundation, said in a statement. 

Sandy Banks, 
Mickey 
Dickson and 
Phil Roh of 
Northwood 
High School 
were awarded 
an Irvine 
Public Schools 
Foundation 
grant for their 
Forensics Core 
Program.

PRESERVE » PAGE 6

DEMING » PAGE 6

Focus: 
Learn more 

about moun-
tain lions in 
the Orange 

County area.  
PAGE 7

GRANT » PAGE 9

corner of E. Yale Loop & Alton

IRVINE
5289 Alton Pkwy.

Irvine, CA
(949) 786-3081

Visit us at www.checkeredflagcarwash.com FREE Wi-fi
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400$ OFF
SUPER WASH
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1500$ OFF
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With coupon. Not valid with other offers. Trucks & Vans extra.
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Visit us at www.checkeredflaglakeforest.com
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“We are so proud to sup-
port IUSD instructors who 
are passionate about ele-
vating our student’s learn-
ing far beyond standard ac-
ademic curriculum. We are 
also thankful to our com-
munity and sponsors who 
help make these grants pos-
sible for our students.”

In addition to the inno-
vative grants, the founda-
tion on Feb. 13 presented a 
$2 million check to Irvine 
Unified to show its 2018-19 
funding commitment. The 
money will fund additional 
elementary instructional 
assistants and middle and 
high school teachers; the 
kindergarten-grade 3 pri-
mary music program at 
all elementary schools; the 
CubeSat STEM program 
at all high schools; ath-
letic trainers at each high 
school; nursing services for 
kindergarten-grade 8; and 
districtwide mental health 
resources.

IPSF also contributes 
more than $3 million each 
year to fund programs such 
as instrument rental and 
after-school and summer 
programs.

Here are this year’s eight 
innovative mega-grant 
projects, with provided de-
scriptions, that will receive 
a combined $120,244:

Student learning and 
technology

(Mike Modeer at Rancho 
San Joaquin Middle School)

With increased access to 
technology, teachers will be 
able to provide differenti-
ated instructional strate-
gies, immediate feedback 
mechanisms, online text-
books and instructional re-
sources, and increase stu-
dent engagement in the 
classroom. Similarly, stu-
dents will be able to gain 
the skills and have the prac-
tice necessary to appropri-
ately access technology 
tools on campus, navigate 
virtual learning environ-
ments and work collabor-
atively with other students 
in a way that was not pre-
viously possible. This grant 
is funded by IPSF in part-

nership with GoogleFiber.

Project SOAR
(Stephanie Frazier, Ta-

mara Brown and Patricia 
Hanes at Greentree Ele-
mentary School)

Funding for the SOAR 
Media Center will expand 
the space and technol-

ogy available for students 
to establish higher-or-
der thinking and collab-
oration skills. Technolog-
ical tools and other items 
will increase students’ in-
terest in subject matter, 
increase engagement and 
develop new learning be-
haviors, attitudes and ex-
periences. With additional 
books, teachers and stu-
dents will be able to refer-
ence materials and equip-
ment, supporting new cur-
riculum standards and 
provide engaging and rele-
vant information. The im-
plementation of Project 
SOAR will consist of three 
components: Tech-Buddies, 
Classroom Scoop and Lego 
Wall Collaboration: Mascot 
Challenge.

The Forensics Core 
Program

(Sandy Banks, Mickey 
Dickson and Phil Roh at 
Northwood High School)

This project is a year-
long, cross-curricular pro-
gram seeking to under-
stand the nature of truth 
through integration of sci-
ence, psychology and phi-

losophy. With additional 
funding, the Forensics Core 
program will continue to 
sustain and improve the 
connection among three 
courses as the use of 
Chromebooks makes it pos-
sible for students to work 
together in the classroom. 
Consisting of three courses 
(forensic science, foren-
sic psychology and critical 
theory and literature), the 
program will provide stu-
dents an understanding of 
not just criminal but more 
generally human behavior. 
Students maintain a dig-
ital portfolio of work in 
all three classes and pres-
ent a comprehensive in-
quiry-based capstone proj-
ect each semester. Students 
will be introduced to a va-
riety of majors and careers 
related to criminal justice.

Full STEAM Ahead!
(Chr ist ina Pierson, 

Francheska Anderson and 
Klara Saunders at Stone 
Creek Elementary School)

The project is aimed at 
utilizing students as ac-
tive agents in inquiry and 
investigation so they can 
connect their learning to 

experiences they design. 
It enhances their current 
innovation lab by bring-
ing in tools to create ac-
tivities more aligned in de-
veloping essential modern 
learning skills critical to 
student success. With ma-
terials such as the Dasher 
launcher and Ozobot Evo 
robot, it will create engi-
neering and building expe-
riences that support coding 
activities. The project also 
creates more dynamic and 
flexible classrooms, build-
ing activities that activate 
deep thinking and allow 
students to explore beyond 
an innovation lab space.

Industry certifications 
and internships/
apprenticeships

(Tinh Tran at University 
High School)

The project seeks to im-
plement industry certifi-
cation exams into engi-
neering core curriculum. 
Upon the validation of stu-
dents’ knowledge and skills 
gained in the classroom and 
passing the exam, students 
receive a career skills cer-
tificate that could be used 

in job interviews. Teachers 
will support students by le-
veraging existing connec-
tions with industry part-
ners to place students in en-
try-level STEM positions at 
local companies. Teachers 
will continually work with 
both students and the em-
ployer during internship.

Build Today, Lead 
Tomorrow

(Teresa Yau, Michelle 
Blanco, Jessica Mossbarger 
and Julie Siff at Woodbury 
Elementary School)

The project aims to pro-
vide engaging, project-
based learning experi-
ences for students through 
their STEAM Lab. Technol-
ogy tools such as Dash and 
Dot, Blockly and 3D print-
ers allow students to think 
creatively, reason systemat-
ically and work collabora-
tively.  The lab will help ad-
dress the need for greater 
workplace and college read-
iness as well as provide 
students opportunities to 
learn about careers in a 
STEM-related field.

Building Lifelong 
Resiliency

(Sunghie Okino at IUSD 
Prevention and Interven-
tion)

Licensing and support 
from Prevention and In-
tervention will enable staff 
members to implement evi-
dence-based and uniformed 
approaches to building life-
long resiliency. Prevention 
and Intervention will part-
ner with the Youth Ac-
tion Team, the Irvine Po-
lice Department and other 
community organizations 
to build a system with the 
goal of establishing con-
sistent strategies and lan-
guage throughout Irvine so 
that students acquire resil-
iency and practice skills in 
multiple settings.

Star Lab
(Kristen Winn at IUSD 

STEM Department)
It provides all elemen-

tary and middle school stu-
dents a star lab projector to 
learn about astronomy and 
earth sciences. The StarLab 
is funded by IPSF in part-
nership with Microsemi.

Grant
FROM PAGE 1

During a school fire drill, 
Irvine Public Schools 
Foundation surprised 
Tamara Brown, Stephanie 
Frazier and Patricia Hanes 
of Greentree Elementary 
School with a mega-
innovation grant for their 
program, Project SOAR.
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Students at Stone Creek Elementary helped Irvine Public Schools Foundation surprise Christina Pierson, Francheska 
Anderson and Klara Saunders with a mega-innovation grant for their project Full STEAM Ahead, during their fire drill.
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19202 BARRETT LANE
North Tustin | $1,478,000 Listing Agent: Jody B. Wright-Conners

19071 ROCKY ROAD
North Tustin | $975,000 Listing Agent: Karen Johnson

6408 E. VIA ARBOLES
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Serving All Your Real Estate Needs For 40 Years
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